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nourish.NJ FREE FARMERS
MARKET ARRIVES IN DOVER!
For more than ten years now, nourish.NJ has offered
weekly Free Farmers Markets (FFM) to hundreds of
families in Morristown, no questions asked to anyone
who needs it. As a result of COVID, food insecurity in
Morris County is skyrocketing and many new families
in our community are in need of help, and as always, nourish.NJ is here for them. We are
proud to announce that in March, nourish.NJ launched a new Free Farmers Market in Dover!
Our newest FFM location is graciously hosted by the Dover Middle School, where we are
providing fresh fruit, vegetables, eggs and milk to an average of 145 new families each
week at the same time that the school is distributing free school lunches. This new location
is the perfect place because it’s a familiar and trusted place that’s close to our new guests’
homes. Of course, food is not the only thing we offer. This new FFM gives our Outreach
team the opportunity to meet new families and engage with them on a variety of issues
including housing and
employment, medical
case management, and
mental health needs.
We’re proud of our
ability to meet the
growing needs
presented by COVID,
and we’re so thankful
for all of your support!

OUTREACH CENTER IN THE COMMUNITY
Javi is a single mother to a one-month old
son with several serious medical conditions.
Javi’s husband was deported while she
was pregnant, so she’s living with her
sister-in-law. She speaks only Spanish, and
with no income, no employment prospects,
a baby to care for and a language barrier
that can make getting assistance difficult,
she was struggling to provide for her
son. As soon as the nourish.NJ Outreach
Team met her, they jumped into action
delivering food to her home, connecting
her to programs and ensuring she was able to access medical care for the baby.
Generous community members purchased and donated everything Javi needed including
diapers, baby clothes, formula, and toys. Javi shared with us that when her son grows up
she can’t wait to tell him that during this unprecedented time there were “Angels” in the
community who loved them and saw them through these hard times.
Joey is a high school senior who was raised
by his uncle, until he lost him to COVID at
the end of 2020. His uncle was his only
family and even though he was 18 years
old, he needed help. His counselor at
Morristown High School referred him to
nourish.NJ for services.
Joey’s most immediate problem was
how to pay his rent while still finishing
high school. We connected him to rental
assistance, delivered food to his house
weekly, and called him once a week to check in and discuss any issues he was working
through. He also was really struggling with his grief, so we provided emotional support
and connected him with counseling services.
Joey is planning to graduate in June and is feeling more optimistic about his future. He
meets with his Outreach Center worker once a week at Sussex Avenue to check in and
solve any problems that come up. Joey shared that he wants to be a social worker so he
can return a little bit of what he has received from the community, so we’re now exploring
college options with him!
loved them and saw them through these hard times.

nourish.NJ PARTNERS WITH COMMUNITY
ORGANIZATIONS TO VACCINATE GUESTS
On April 12, we came together with community partner Zufall
Health to offer the COVID-19 vaccination to our guests. St.
Peter’s Episcopal Church generously offered to host the clinic,
where all necessary precautions were in place, including
proper mask use, open windows, social distancing, and having
one entrance and one exit in order to control capacity.
We spread the word about the clinic to our guests in every
way possible. Flyers were included in their lunch bags, and
we spoke to folks in the lines at markets, when they came to
pick up lunch, over the phone, and any other way we could
get the news out there. People had already been asking us
whether we could help them get vaccinated, and they were ready!
The clinic offered the Johnson & Johnson/Janssen COVID-19 Vaccine, which requires
only one dose. This is incredibly important, since we serve a hard-to-reach population
that may not have been able to return for a scheduled second dose, due to transportation
limitations, lack of a phone, mental health challenges, and other issues. Many of the
people who were able to take advantage of this clinic were people who are unsheltered,
don’t speak English, or are not documented and are often fearful of engaging.
AJ, a Morristown High School student had tested positive for COVID-19. Thankfully, the
rest of the family did not contract the virus, but in order to protect AJ’s elderly grandmother,
she went to stay with another family member in Paterson. We were able to get all of AJ’s
family vaccinated at the clinic, and after almost 4 months of being separated, Grandma
was able to hug her grandson and her entire family. In AJ’s words “the Zufall clinic
and nourish.NJ served as a reminder how people are lucky to have them in town, and
thanks to them, the vaccine was a perfect way to reconnect my family.”
In all 120 people were vaccinated on April 12, and an additional 22 nourish.NJ guests
were able to be vaccinated at another clinic, all thanks to Zufall Health!

57 E. PARK PLACE, 2 FL
Morristown, NJ 07960

Return Service Requested

Everyone Deserves a Place at the Table
Each year we host our annual fundraising event, Share the Bounty, in April. While
we missed having the chance to celebrate with our volunteers and donors this year,
we’re thankful that you didn’t let that stop you from supporting our guests as generously
as in previous years! This year, rather than hosting a costly virtual fundraising
program, we chose to put 100% of our time and 100% of your contributions directly
towards providing vital food and services to our guests.
On April 29 we came together as a community to set an extra place at each of
our tables in honor of the thousands of people throughout Morris County who need
food, safe housing, employment services and health and mental health care. Thank
you for your unwavering support of nourish.NJ and the people we serve. You
can still set another place at the table for one of our guests by making a donation
at www.nourishnj.org.

