HUNGER WALK

Thank you to everyone who made nourish.NJ’s
2020 Virtual Hunger Walk a success!
Every October, it brings us such joy
to share our work and the stories of
our guests through the Hunger Walk.
Seeing hundreds of people come out
to walk in the shoes of our neighbors
who need help just affirms how
essential our work is. This year’s
event, of course, was unlike any other.
It was our first time using the virtual
format, and the first time we were
distributing our guest stories digitally.
And though we could not gather
in person, the spirit of the event
transcended physical limitations.
All of us at nourish.NJ were so
heartened to see our new format
embraced by so many within our
community. This year, hundreds of
participants brought our Hunger
Walk to their homes and came
together (in a manner of speaking)
to raise money for those who need
it most. Whether you signed up with
your school, your church, your work,
or on your own, you proved that the

community we have fostered for the
last 36 years is stronger than ever.
We are so grateful that, in times of
turbulent uncertainty, your support
has never wavered. Thank you for

your patience, your kind words, and
your support. We could not do this
without you.
Here is a shortened version of one
of the guest stories we were able to
share through our Audio Tour.

Within the first few weeks of the
pandemic, nourish.NJ received a
frantic call from a man named
Nathan. He usually grocery
shopped for his elderly, disabled
father, Oscar. Nathan worked in
a medical facility and, fearing he
had been exposed to COVID, was
unable to bring Oscar the food and
supplies he needed. After calling
several places where he did not
meet the criteria for help, he found
the number for nourish.NJ. When
Nathan was told the nourish.NJ
staff would happily drop off food,
medicine, and COVID kits full of
supplies to his father, he burst into
tears. The Outreach team made
deliveries and check-in calls every
week for four months, and Nathan
called to thank them minutes after
each drop-off. Protecting the most
vulnerable will always be nourish.
NJ’s number one priority.

At nourish.NJ, we pride ourselves on our ability to adapt to even the most
difficult circumstances. 2020 has had its challenges, but with the dedication
and perseverance of our staff and the generosity from our community,
together we have been able to accomplish so much.

During the COVID-19 crisis nourish.NJ is:
 Providing 200+ take-out breakfast and lunch
meals, every day, 7 days a week, 365 days
a year
 Delivering meals and groceries each week to
families with COVID who are quarantining,
to low-income senior citizens who are afraid
to leave their homes, and to low wage
front-line workers who can’t access our
services during the day
 Preparing fresh and healthy meals that are
prepped, frozen, and dropped off to those in
need, ready to be reheated
 Working with Morristown Medical Center and
the County of Morris to ensure every person
experiencing homelessness who tests positive
for COVID can shelter and safely quarantine

A special thank you to our corporate sponsors:
Covanta • Dun & Bradstreet • Morgan Stanley
Peapack Gladstone Bank • WithumSmith+Brown
And thank you to our generous community! Because of you, we raised $90,000!

 Continuing all of our housing, employment,
health and mental health services as the need
for this assistance dramatically increases in
our community
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We are excited to announce
nourish.NJ has a new home!
In September, nourish.NJ relocated to a new headquarters at
36 Sussex Avenue in Morristown after 25 years at the Episcopal
Church of the Redeemer.
This new facility allows us to expand our reach and meet the tremendous increase in demand for services
caused by COVID-19. Our new location is right in the heart of the neighborhood where many of our guests
live and work, making it easier for them to access our food and services.

The pandemic has revealed how strained the safety net
is for many people living in the Morristown area, and left
thousands of additional people unable to afford healthy
food, pay the rent, or find a job. Communities will be
reckoning with the fallout of the pandemic for years to
come, which means the services of nourish.NJ are more
essential than ever. Since March, we have seen a 30
percent increase in the demand for food programs. We
know this is only the beginning.
The months ahead will be some of the most difficult we have ever faced. We are staring down potential mass evictions, an explosion of food-insecure households, and an
on-going mental health crisis. We may not know how widespread the consequences of
COVID-19 are for years to come. To rise to these challenges, we need your support more
than ever. Please consider making a year-end donation to nourish.NJ. Your generosity will
provide the gift of hope and strength to our neighbors seeking help this holiday season.

Though faced with an unprecedented challenge, nourish.NJ has not stopped for a moment, knowing many
vulnerable people are facing new hardships every day. To ensure guests still have food, we quickly shifted
from sit-down meals to providing free bagged breakfast and lunches for anyone who needs them, along
with providing groceries, household items and other nonperishables. We also have been delivering healthy
food, groceries, medicines and essential supplies to families quarantining, the elderly in senior facilities,
and people in lower-income housing. In June we restarted our socially-distanced Free Farmers Markets,
providing fresh, healthy produce and vegetables to anyone who needs it.
We have done all of this in compliance with rapidly-changing restrictions and limitations. The facility at
36 Sussex gives nourish.NJ the opportunity and the capacity to better address the problems created by
COVID-19 and the ability to better understand and connect with the community who needs us. We are
very excited about this ambitious new chapter, and look forward to sharing it with you!

