Earlier this year, nourish.NJ was able to achieve one of our biggest goals
of 2020: Buying a refrigerated truck! This project would not have been
possible without the partnership and funding assistance from the St. Luke’s
Episcopal Church Legacy Fund, The Hyde and Watson Foundation, and
NJM Insurance. This refrigerated truck will allow us to rescue and store
more food, as well as bring even more fresh, healthy produce directly to the
people who need it most. Thank you to everyone who made this possible!

nourish.NJ delivers
nourish.NJ is a community
When COVID-19 hit, we were faced with the
question: How can we continue to foster that
community when we cannot be in the same place?
When we first closed our dining room, there was a
lot of uncertainty. Many of our guests were scared
of isolation. They did not want to be separated
from their friends, and worried they would lose the
connection they had with us.
Because of the dedication of our Outreach team,
that was never a possibility.

and so we are doing new things to ensure we are
fulfilling the same need. Sometimes that means
video chatting three times a week so a guest can
see a friendly face. Sometimes that means meeting
at a distance on a guest’s front lawn to help them
fill out unemployment paperwork. Sometimes that
means buying guests phone minutes so we can
keep in touch. Over the last seven months, we have
proven we’ll be there for them no matter what.

We serve a wide-ranging population, and we work
hard to ensure everyone receives the services they
The flexibility of nourish.NJ’s operation model allows
need. Whether our guests are a newborn baby
us to keep up with these unprecedented times and
or a 90-year-old in senior housing, our care is
pivot to address issues as they arise. Our Outreach
specific, individualized, and personal.
team offers support remotely, helping guests cope
with grief and loss. This situation is completely new,

We would not be able to do what we do without the incredible efforts
of our volunteers behind the scenes. For those of you who have sewn
masks, donated laundry pods and hand sanitizer, assembled COVID
boxes, and even donated your stimulus checks to us, thank you. Your
work makes our work possible.

Though New Jersey has
successfully flattened the curve,
the virus is still here, and
precautions must be taken. For
many, it’s still too much of a risk
to go to the grocery store. Others
must quarantine or self-isolate
to protect vulnerable people
in their households. Safely
venturing outside, even just to run
a few errands, is a privilege not
afforded to everyone. Which is
why if our guests can’t come to
us, we will go to them.
Delivery has allowed us to
significantly expand our reach
throughout Morris County. We
are bringing meals, groceries,
cleaning supplies, clothes,

whatever our guests need right
to their doorsteps. We are also
preparing and distributing frozen
meals which, in a small way,
replicate the hot meals in our
dining room that we miss serving
so much. One of the most special
things we’ve been able to deliver
are our COVID Care Packages.
Assembled by our volunteers,
these packages contain critical
supplies as well as toys, craft
supplies, notes of encouragement
and more that makes each box
unique and personal. We are
grateful for our volunteers for
adding that human touch.

staffers are frontline workers
often in service of other frontline
workers. Since shifting to this
model, our costs have risen, and
we are only able to accept half
as many food donations as we
used to. Your continued financial
donations will directly support
this crucial program. Thank you.

As we move forward, this service
will be even more essential. Our
The Outreach team received word of an elderly couple
weathering several non-COVID health issues. They were getting
by, but they were unable to leave their home. Through talking
with them, the team learned that the woman could not stand at
the stove long enough to cook, or even boil a kettle of water for
her tea. The Outreach Staff set up a contactless delivery system
with the couple’s home health aide, bringing plenty of frozen
meals, healthy snacks, and of course plenty of boxes of tea. They
even brought flowers! The couple calls the Outreach team often
just to chat, and the woman recently told us, “if I could, I would
give you a hug, and when I can, I will!”
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nourish.NJ will always be
here to answer the call
Earlier this year, the Outreach team received a message
about a young family who needed help. Both parents and
their three-month-old baby had all tested positive for COVID-19.
Making matters worse, after a brief stay at the hospital, they
returned home to find a recent storm had knocked out their
power. Without electricity and with limited options, they
turned to nourish.NJ.

Join us this October for nourish.NJ’s Hunger Walk 2020!
The Hunger Walk is one of our biggest fundraisers, and this year, we need your support more than ever before.
The Hunger Walk raises funds for and increases awareness about issues of poverty and hunger in our
community. In previous years, participants completed a 5K pledge walk through Morristown, following
along with guests’ stories and experiences to gain a better understanding of what it means to walk in their
shoes. This year, nourish.NJ has opted for a virtual event. However, just because we can’t gather doesn’t
mean we can’t have fun!
One of the best parts of the Hunger Walk is sharing our guests’ stories with the rest of our community.
For Hunger Walk 2020, participants will follow along with guest stories through an audio tour, narrated
by nourish.NJ’s staff. Instead of having a single-day event, participants may complete the walk any time
between October 1-18. You will be able to complete your walk wherever you are, whether that’s through
downtown Morristown, around your own neighborhood, or anywhere else! A digital story map will also
showcase significant locations throughout Morristown, so you can follow along the route no matter where
you are.
Participants can still build their own fundraising teams, from the safety of their own home.
For more information and to register, visit nourishnj.org.

Two hours later, the family had groceries, baby
formula, medicine, and plenty of creature
comforts courtesy of the Outreach Team. They
even brought all the ingredients to make chicken
soup! Everything was delivered along with a
bouquet of flowers for mom, a toy for the baby,
and a big Get Well Soon balloon. The family
was so grateful not only for the supplies but for
the personalized touches that made them feel
special.
nourish.NJ has always adapted to best meet
the needs of the community. Since March, we
have pivoted countless times, made myriad
adjustments, and identified and addressed new
and pressing issues that our guests face every
day. We’ve risen to every challenge COVID-19
has thrown at us, and we’ve done so with
confidence, compassion, creativity, and hope.
And we’ve never forgotten who we do this for:
Our guests, our neighbors, our friends.

